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BY ELIZABETH GUDRAIS :
JOURNAL STATE HOUSE BUREAU

: PROVIDENCE — Ameasureto

.. require the state pension fund to

divest from Sudan cleared the
House chamber for the first time
yesterday, on a unanimous vote.

. Thevoteis significant because it
means Both the House and Senate

have now passed ‘the:legislation.

Before it heads to-the governor’s
desk, either the House must pass:
the Senate version or the Senate

mustpass the House version. How-

ever, supporters said the two bills

- are identical, so they don't antici-
pate a problem with final passage. -
“The fact that both chambers ul-
timately support’ this is ~huge,”
Scott Warren, a Brown Umversxty '

student who heads the Darfur Ac-
tion Network. at Brown said yes-

- terday..

- The bill would reqmre ‘rhe state

. pensmn fund to sell investments in
.companies that ovexﬂy or indirect-
Iy aid in genocide in Sudan’s Dar- .
fur region, where an; _esumated: :
400,000 people have been kitled in-
_the lastfouryears Basedonahst of :

House uanimously OKs
: Sudan divestment bill

compames prepared by the Sudan
Divestment Task Force, the mea- -
sure would affect about $2 million
in investments, out of a total $8 bil-
lion in the pension fund. - f
“Darfur has become hell on
earth for. the innocent villagers
who hve there, and our. state’s
money is actually helping to sup-

" port the brutalities being done to.-

them,” said Rep. Joseph S.-Almei- :
da, D-Providence, the House bill’s !
sponsor. “We can't let that happen. !

“We have to pull that money from

companies that are helping carry
out this genocide, and we have 1o
join the movement to push the in- |
ternational commumty to come
down on Sudan,™

‘The divestment measure died
before making it to the floor of &i- |

ther chamber last year, when Paul

J. Tavares, the state general trea- ;
‘surer at the time, expressed reser- |
vanons about if. But this vear, reas

" surer Frank T.'Caprio. supported :

thebill, and in fact requested that 1t
he mtroduced '
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